Chaminade’s Summer Reading
& Core Books
Chaminade’s summer reading selections are chosen to reflect the Characteristic of Marianist
Education that will be highlighted during the upcoming school year. This year, the focus will be
on Family Spirit; the books will be a touchstone for discussion throughout the curriculum.
6th Grade Summer Reading
Wonder, by R. J. Palacio

Wonder is the story of August Pullman, who, because of a severe facial abnormality, has been
home-schooled. When it is time for him to enter middle school, his parents enroll him in Beecher
Preparatory. Auggie struggles with the response of his classmates. However, this is not just
Auggie’s story, but the story of those around him as they decide how to respond to him.
Once school begins, please be prepared to discuss Wonder. There may also be an assignment to
complete based on this novel.
6th Grade Core Novels
True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle, by Avi
The Giver, by Lois Lowry

7th and 8th Grade Summer Reading
Touching Spirit Bear, by Ben Mikaelsen
Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen is the story of a young boy, Cole Matthew, who must learn to
accept responsibility for his actions. After he viciously attacks a classmate, he agrees to participate in a
sentencing alternative based on the native American Circle Justice. He is sent to a remote Alaskan island,
where he confronts not just Spirit Bear, but his own history. After many struggles, he eventually finds
redemption and a chance to repay his debt to the boy he attacked.

Once school begins, please be prepared to discuss Touching Spirit Bear. There may also be an
assignment to complete based on this novel.
7th Grade Core Novels



The Pearl, by John Steinbeck
Night, by Elie Wiesel

8th Grade Core Novels



Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck
Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury

